
What does it mean to be a patriot? There have been many stories, songs, and opinions 

about patriotism, but what does the word patriot really mean? There are many definitions for the 

word patriot. The dictionary defines it as a person who loves, supports, and defends his or her 

country and its interests with devotion. My history teacher defines a patriot as a person who is an 

example of nationalism, takes pride in and defends his or her country. And proud to be an 

American is how my mom defines this word. Even though the word has many different 

meanings, they all have a few similarities: pride, defense, and nationalism. 

A patTiot is someone who is proud of their country and to be a part of it. Just like in the 

song "Proud to be an American" by Lee Greenwood, a patriot is thankful for all they have. For 

example an American patriot is thankful for freedom, justice, and to live in an America. So even 

through all the different views on being a patriot they all agree in pride being an important 

aspect. 

Defense is the second similar trait among all the meanings ofthe word patriot. To be a 

patriot you have to support and defend your country. This does not mean volunteering for the 

military, just standing up for your country's beliefs is enough support to be considered a patriot. 

The people in the military are the most patliotic of them all. They love their country and what it 

stands for so much that they risk their lives just to defend it. They keep our country safe and 

without them we would not have the beliefs and rights that we hold so close to our hearts. So 

being a patriot means to defend and support your country. 

The last trait a patriot possesses is nationalism. Nationalism is a synonym to patriotism. 

They both mean, in a sense, devotion and loyalty to one's nation. A patriot, however, is an 

example of nationalism. That patriot wants the best for their country even if they do not 
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necessarily agree. They will love, support, and defend their home country to the very last minute, 

they will never commit treason. The colonists in America were at first loyal to Britain but they 

were never nationalists. They eventually committed treason and broke apart from Britain after 

they won the war. A true patriot would never do that. But after the colonists broke apart and 

started the United States of America they became patriots because from that day forth they 

fought to defend their country and its beliefs. And that is what nationalists do; they stand by their 

country and do what is right. 

So being a patriot doesn't just mean being a part or fan of the sports team, it means to be 

a part and a fan of your country. Even though every person I asked gave me a slightly different 

definition they all had the same ideas. Pride, defense, and nationalism are the characteristics of a 

patriot. So ask yourself, "What does it mean to be a patriot?" 




